
Atlantic Stations adds to Atlanta s appeal to shoppers diners
BY LINDA LANGE

lange@knews com

ATUWTA—Georgia ssupreme shopping
destination is aholiday

gift trimmedwith lively
entertainment fine dining and
exciting attractions
Atlantic Station anew retail

entertainment and residential
center illuminateswithmillions
oftwinkling lights The central
plaza glistenswith a star topped
tree In the glowoflantern fight
people party hop between
restaurants and nightclubs all
resonating in the spirit ofthe
season

Shops atAtlantic Station
include IKEA AnnTaylor
BananaRepublic Victoria s
Secret WhiteHouse Black
Market Dillard s andAmerican
Eagle Outfitters Regal Cinema
a 16 screen theater boasts 4 000
stadiumseats Patrons stream
across the street to Strip Steaks
and Sushi andother eateries
such as CaliforniaPizzaKitchen
andCopeland s Cheesecake

Bistro
With lampposts adorned

with ribbons and shopwindows
festoonedwith evergreen
garlands onewould not guess
that this 138 acre redevelopment
sits on a site once held byAtlantic
SteelMill Theurbanproperty
praised as a nationalmodel for
smart growth has 1 000hotel
rooms andpublic parks adjoining
the live work play district
Peoplewill findnewplaces

to flash theirplastic at Lenox
Square and Phipps Plaza The
fashionmeccas feature hundreds
ofstores including anchors
NeimanMarcus Bloomingdale s
Macy s Saks FifthAvenue
andNordstrom Atlanta s
historic neighborhoods such
asHistoricVirginiaHighland
Little Five Points andBuckhead
are jam packedwith antiques
emporiums boutiques and art
galleries PerimeterMall Mall of
Georgia DiscoverMills and the

NorthGeorgiaPremiumOutlets
boast locations for America s top

retailers

At the courthouse square

Retailers in the city ofDecatur
call their shopping district a
mallternative Situatedon
the east side ofAtlanta just a 15
minute drive fromMidtown
Decaturbenefits from its
connection toMARTA Atlanta s
rapid transit system The station
is smack dab in the heart of
town sopeople can forget about
cars and traffic and simply
enjoy strollingbetween shops
Brick storefronts clustered
around the historic courthouse
showcase tantalizingwares
—chocolates jewelryclothing

home decor and gifts ByHand
South overflowswith thewares
of 300 craftspeople Niche
magazine selected the gallery
as one ofthe top 100 retailers of
American crafts Other shops

reflect the cultural diversity of
DeKalb County— ablendof

Berkeley andMayberry says
LindaHarris Decatur s assistant
director ofcommunity and
economic development
Once the gifts and goodies

are bought people find plenty
ofvenues for seasonal fun and
activities Theatre Decatur
will present DylanThomas A
Child s Christmas inWales
Nov 29 Dec 23 TheDecatur
HolidayCandlelight Tour
ofHomes is set for Dec 7 8
Townspeoplewill gather to sing
carols at the holiday bonfire
andmarshmallow roast on the
square onDec 20
Decatur s dining scene

has sparked a lot ofattention
because nationally known
chefs have landed here Chef
Scott Peacock ofWatershed
Restaurant received the award
for Best Chefin the Southeast
by the James Beard Foundation
Patrons ofthe Brick Store Pub
indulge on foods made from
scratch and beers fromBelgium
Dining and live entertainment
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go together at Birdi s andSage
onSycamore bothconnected to
the townsquare Music lovers
flocktoEddie sAtticOwnerBob
Ephlinappreciates the talents of
tljisi artist friendlycommunity
andprovides aplace for aspiring
and accomplishedperforming
songwriters
Justafewmiles east ofDecatur

StoneMountainrises above
theraUingfannland^tone^
MountainParkoffers acornucopia
at Christmas festivities Two
million lights create amagical
atmosphere at thepark s townof
Crossroads Gift shops feature
glass ornaments handcrafted
candles holidaydecor items
candies and toys Stage shows
highlightedby traditional tunes
complement the PolarExpress
4Dexperience Laser light displays
and fireworks are choreographed
to favoriteChristmas songs Stone
MountainChristmas named one
oftheTopTwentyEvents by the
SoutheastTourismSociety is open
onweekends throughDec 14 and
thennightlyDec 15 30 closed
Dec 24 25

Christmas in the city
Hundredsofvolunteerworkers

create dazzling light displays
inCentennialOlympicPark
Theyput togetherawinter
wonderland setting simply
calledHoliday inLights People
can skate aroundAtlanta s
only outdoor ice rink and see
sparkling decorations at several
other downtownlandmarks
TheAtlantaChristmasParade
willwind throughdowntownon
Dec 1 Santawill lead a string of
marchingbands giant balloons
and colorful floats
Crowds streamacross

PembertbnPlace to reach the

NewWorldofCoca Cola acenter
overflowingwithmemorabilia
advertising bottling line and
merchandise A1880s soda
fountain and1930s Coca Cola
delivery truckare star attractions
Visitors have a chance to sample
more than70 different Coca Cola
products fromaround theworld
PembertonPlace is also the home
oftheGeorgiaAquarium Holding

8milliongallons it is theworld s
largest aquarium It is ahabitat for

more than100 000 animals of500
different species includingbeluga
whales penguins andwhale
sharks The PembertonPlace
Pass a combination ticket offers
admission to the twoattractions at
a reduced cost
TheAtlantaBalletwill offer

18 performances ofthe holiday
favorite TheNutcracker at

the FoxTheatre
inMidtown The
Atlanta Symphony
Orchestrawillplay
AVeryMerry
HolidayPops
concerts at the
AtlantaSymphony
Hall atWoodruff
Arts CenterDec
20 22 TheAtlanta
HistoryCenterwill
host Candlelight
Nights—History
live inhistoric
homes andgardens
Dec 11 18

Pianoforte

The shining star
ofMidtown is the
HighMuseumof
Art at theWoodruff
Arts Center World
renownedarchitect
RenzoPiano
designed three new
buildings togive
theHighMuseum
more exhibition
andprogramming
space This project

more thandoubled the size of
themuseums landmarkbuilding
designedby famed architect
RichardMeier
With the additioncomplete in

2005 themuseumlaunched into
aglorious three yearpartnership
with theLouvre ofParis The
distinguishedFrench institution
is allowing treasures fromits
collections to be displayed at the

HighMuseum innine exhibitions
Now in its secondyear
exhibitions onviewat this time
aremasterpieces fromancient
civilizations and antiquities
belonging toEmpress Josephine
wife ofNapoleon A10 foot long
marble sculpture TheTiber
depicts the rivergod accompanied
byRomulus andRemus Rome s
legendary twinfounders

Fragments offrescoes bonzes
marbles Greekvases and
Egyptian sculpture once seen
atJosephine s country estate
Malmaison indicate herpassion
for art In 1802 theKingofNaples
gaveNapoleon a collection
ofantiquities unearthed at
Herculaneumand Pompeii The
pieceswereher inspiration for the
style she created says Cassandra
ChampionStreichofthemuseum
staff
Acomprehensive survey that

explores the influences ofOld
Masterpainters on Impressionist
artistswill remainonview
throughJan 13 Eighty sixworks
frommore than40museum
are shown side by side to allow
comparisons Monet Manet
Renoir Cassatt Degas Titian
andLorrain are represented
in the exhibition Inspiring
Impressionism
Visitorswill quickly realize

whilewalking through the
galleries that thebuilding is a
workofart andpart ofthe visual
experience Glass enclosed
bridges connect viewing areas A
roofsystemof1 000 light scoops
capturenorthern light andfilter it
into the skywaygalleries
A family fun extravaganzaat

themuseumis scheduled forNov

23 the day afterThanksgiving
livemusic art making activities
dance lessons andaspecial
moviemarathon is freewith an
admission ticket Hands on for
theHolidays artworkshops are
set forNov 24 25 andDec 26 30
aholiday craft showwillbe held
Dec 8

Dining in Midtown
While at theWoodruffArts

Center visitors canmake the
delicious choice to eat at Table
1280 aneatery overlooking
theplaza Art illuminates the
roomwhile contemporary
place settings light up the tables
PeachtreeStreet inMidtown
boastsmanyother convivial
bistros We love thehearty
entrees and ambience ofSweet
Lowdown located a short stroll
fromtheFoxTheatre Favorites
ofthe PiedmontPark area are
Einsteins a trendyplace to enjoy
pastas seafood sandwiches
and salads andOneMidtown
Kitchen anevening gathering
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placewhere light sticks hang
from the ceiling Superb service
and innovative Southern cuisine
make this apleasurable dining
experience For breakfast The
FlyingBiscuit onPiedmont
Avenue is a pure delight It s more
thangrits sausage and scrambled
eggs Vegetarian fare is well
represented on themenu
Visitors desiring a downtown

hotel accommodationmaywant
to booka stay at the newEllis
Hotel Decoratedwith apecan
color scheme rooms and suites
have all the amenities desired
by today s business and leisure
travelers Ithas a female only
floorwithkeyed entry The
hotel s E Street Grille overlooks
Peachtree Street 404 523 5155
wwwellishotel com
Theboutiquehotel s

convenient locationwillgain
paramount importance at the
end oftheyear TheNewYear s
Eve PeachDropwill take place
a shortwalk from its doorstep
UndergroundAtlanta a six block
retail and entertainment district
sponsors a full dayoffamily fun
onDec 31 As dusk settles in
music groupswill perform to
bringfestivities to a crescendo
Justbefore the clock strikes

midnight an800 poundpeach
will descend from its lighted
tower

Linda Lange may be reached at 865
342 6433 She is travel editor of the
News Sentinel

ATLANTA
ATTRACTIONS

Atlanta CjtyPass features
four headline attractions
Inside CNN Atlanta
Studio Tour NewWorld
ofCoca Cola Georgia
Aquarium and the High
Museum ofArt with its
landmark Louvre Museum
exhibitions

Twooption tickets let
people select more
attractions Fembank
Museum ofNatural
History AtlantaBotanical
Garden Atlanta History
Centerwith theCentennial
Olympic GamesMuseum
and ZooAtlanta

Atlanta CityPass is priced
at 64 116 93 value
45 for children www
citypass com city atlanta
¦Atlantic Station located

at the nexus of Interstates
75 and 85 www

atlanbcstation com

¦Georgia Aquarium
largest aquarium in the
world 404 581 4000
wwwgeorgiaaquarium
org

¦NewWorld ofCoca Cola
a multimedia experience
800 676 Coke www
woridofcoca cola com

¦High Museum ofArt
features Louvre and
Impressionist exhibitions
404 733 HIGH wwwhigh
org

¦Stone Mountain Park
entertainment and
shopping 800 401 2407
wwwstonemountainpark
com

¦FembankMuseum of
Natural History Frogs
A Chorus ofColors
exhibit IMAXTheatre
404 929 6300 www
fembankmuseum org
¦Zoo Atlanta animals

from around the world
including Giant Panda
family 404 624 WILD
wwwzooatlanta org
¦Imagine It The

Children s Museum of

Atlanta many creative
hands on activities
404 659 KIDS
www imagineit cma org
¦UndergroundAtlanta

entertainment and

shopping district
404 523 2311 www
underground atlanta com
¦JimmyCarter Library

and Museum historical
artifacts including
Nobel Peace Prize
404 865 7100 www
jimmycarteriibrary org
¦Martin Luther King Jr

National Historic Site
shows photographs
documents of Civil Rights
struggle 404 331 6922
wwwnps gov malu
¦Margaret Mitchell

House apartment where
novelistwrote GoneWith
TheWind 404 249 7015
wwwgwtworg
¦Inside CNN Studio

Tour opportunity to go
behind the scenes 877
4CNNT0UR wwwcan
com tour atlanta

—Compiledby
LindaLange
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